HEREFORDSHIRE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 

State  of  the  Public  Health 


For  the  Year  1943 


LEOMINSTER  PRINTING  CO.,  LTD.,  27,  DRAPERS  LANE,  LEOMINSTER. 


Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 


Medical  Officer  of  Health . 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(Deputy  County  Medical  Officer) 

Area  Medical  Offices  :  4,  Church 

Clerk  in  Northern  Area  Medical 
Office  . 

temporary  Clerk  . 

Sanitary  Inspector  (Part-time) 


H.  F.  GREEN,  M.A.,  M.B.,  D.P.ll. 
(On  War  Service  from  17/7/42) 

I.  F.  MACKENZIE,  M.B.,  Cli.B., 
D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  &  H. 

(Private  Tele.,  Weobley  59) 

Street,  Leominster  (Tel.,  Leom.  95) 

B.  J.  SCANDRETT 

(On  War  Service  from  1939) 

MISS  D.  M.  J.  BRAMFITT 

EVAN  LEWIS,  C.R.  San.  I., 

Cert.  Meat  Inspector. 

(Tel.,  Weobley  19). 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Weobley  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Gknti.emen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1943. 

Throughout  the  year  the  health  of  the  community  has  continued  to 
be  remarkably  good  and  no  major  outbreaks  of  notifiable  or  nan- 
notifiable  disease  occurred. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I  maintain  close  co-operation  on  all 
matters  affecting  the  health  of  the  community.  I  am  happy  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  again  my  appreciation  of  the  thorough  manner  in  which  he 
discharges  the  duties  of  his  position,  for  this  contributes,  in  no  small 
measure,  to  the  effective  execution,  under  war-time  conditions,  of  the 
Health  'Services  of  the  Council. 

I  am,  your  obedient  Servant, 


I.  E.  MACKENZIE, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1914. 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 


THE  AREA: 


Area  (in  Acres) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1943)  according  to  the 
Rate  Books 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  rate 


49.727 


i,705 
,618,880 
^85  15  1 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR  : 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population)  ...  ...  15.3 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000 'Live  and  Still  births)  ...  ...  ...  9.7 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population)  ...  ...  12.4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  ...  ...  68.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  :  No  deaths  in  1943  were  attributable  to 
puerperal  or  maternal  causes. 


COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1943  :  — 

Birth  Rate 
Still  Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 


16.5 

0.5 

12. 1 
49.0 
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SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA: 

LA  BOR  A  TC  )RY  FACILITIES. 

Laboratory  facilities  continued  to  be  available  at  the  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Hereford,  which,  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  is 
under  the  administration  of  the  Medical  Research  Council. 

CLINICS. 


There  are  none  provided  by  the  Authority. 

I'nder  a  County  Council  Scheme  a  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  conducted 
in  Weobley  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

Tlie  nearest  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  is  at  the  County  Council 
Hospital,  Hereford. 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER  SAMPLING. 

WEOBLEY  PUBLIC  SUPPLY.— The  flow  of  water  at  the  collecting 
bed  and  the  storage  capacity  available  continued  to  be  adequate  for  the 
needs  of  the  community.  Regular  sampling  is  carried  out  and  a  close 
watch  is  maintained  on  the  bacteriological  content  of  the  water. 

OTIIP'R  AREAS. — Privately  owned  piped  water  is  supplied  in  the 
following  villages  :  Mansell  Lacy ;  King’s  Pyon  (part  of)  ;  Blakemere 
(part  of)  ;  Letton  (part  of)  ;  and  Staunton-on-Wye  (stand  pipe). 

The  Council  maintains  small  water  supplies  at  Birley,  Mansel  Gamage 
and  Staunton-on-Wye. 

Most  of  the  houses  in  other  parts  of  the  area  rely  upon  Shallow 
Wells. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  year  under  review.  Weobley 
is  the  only  parish  which  has  a  main  drainage  system. 

In  Dilwyn  village  a  length  of  Sewer  (about  600  feet)  is  owned  by  the 
Council.  It  will  be  incorporated  later  in  the  proposed  main  drainage 
scheme  for  the  village. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  relating  to  pollution  of  water 
courses.  • 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Provision  is  made  by  the  local  authority  for  the  removal  of  refuse  in 
Weobley  and  in  the  villages  of  Eardisland  and  Staunton-on-Wye.  The 
method  of  disposal  is  Controlled  Tipping. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Evan  Lewis,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council, 
for.  t]ie  following  statement  (.Sections  D  to  E)  furnished  under  Article  27 
(Sub-Section  iS)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (outside  London)  regulations.  • 
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SECTION  D.  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

I 

Inspection  of  premises  in  the  area  is  continually  being  made  and 
defects  noted.  Owners  of  the  property  are  approached  and,  in  most 
cases,  there  is  little  difficulty  in  having  the  necessary  repairs  carried  out. 


TABLE  SHOWING  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE 
YEAR  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  ACTION  TAKEN  AND  THE  RESULTS 


INSPECTIONS  UNDER 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Informal 

Notices 

served 

Statutory 

Notices 

served 

Notices 

complied 

with 

Housing  Regulations 

10 

IO 

— 

7 

Factories  . 

40 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds . 

no 

9 

— 

9 

Hop-pickers’  Quarters 

44 

6 

— 

2 

Bakehouses  . '.. 

33 

4 

— 

4 

Slaughter-houses  . 

40 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  . 

18 

— 

— 

— - 

Water  Supplies  . 

50 

5 

— 1 

5 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

70 

— 

— - 

— 

Nuisances  . 

24 

20 

— 

20 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Cases  inquired  into 
Patients  removed  to  hospital 
Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  ... 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected 
Schools  disinfected 

HOUSES 

Erected 

Made  fit  for  habitation  ... 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation 
Cleansed  and  whitewashed 
Overcrowding  abated 


70 


4 

40 

16 

o 


6 


4 


o 

#■» 

/ 


o 


5 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  ...  .,.  ...  ...  3 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

HOUSE  DRAINS 

Laid  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  ...  ...  ...  o 

Dumb  wells  rectified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

WATER-CLOSETS 

Additional  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Repaired,  ventilated  or  provided  with  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  2 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS 

Additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Converted  into  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Repaired  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

SCAVENGING 

Houses  from  which  refuse  has  been  ordered  to  be  removed  ...  10 

Privies  ordered  to  be  cleansed 

Portable  receptacles  to  be  cleansed  ...  '...  ...  ...  14 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES 

In  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspections  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  5° 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Meat  and  Shop  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34° 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

On  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 5° 

Contraventions  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  ...  ...  ...  o 

Insj>ections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

I 
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Unsound  food 

Seizures  ...  Condemned  meat  45  lbs. 

,,  Milk  22  tins 

,,  Butter  17  lbs. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Letters  written 

Notices  served 

Notices  complied  with 

Notices  outstanding 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ... 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ... 


Rice  1  Y\  cwts. 
Flaked  Rice  2olbs. 
Cheese  iolbs. 


35 

25 

°2 

3 

o 

o 


SECTION  E.  HOUSING. 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  10 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  10 

2.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  XHE  YEAR. 
Proceedings  under  Public  PleaHtli  Acts  :  — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  10 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  Bv  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  o 


SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  during  1943  was  °f  sporadic 
character  except  in  the  case  of  Measles  which  reached  almost  epidemic 
proportions.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  61. 


As  Measles  is  highly  infectious  for  several  days  before  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  skin  eruption  and  as  children  usua'ily  continue  to  attend  school 
until  the  rash  develops,  the  former  practice  of  school  closure  011  account 
of  measles  is  of  little  value  as  a  public  health  measure  and  does  not 
appreciablv  lower  the  incidence.  This  has  1>eeii  ascertained  in  careful 
investigations  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  The  Board  of  Education 
supports  the  new  point  of  view. 

The  other  notifications  were  in  respect  of  Whooping  Cough  (18  cases), 
Pneumonia  (10  cases),  Food  poisoning  (4  cases),  and  Diphtheria  (1  case). 
No  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  reported,  but  there  was  one  ca.se  of 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum  and  one  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES,  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  : 
DISEASE  AGE  OF  PATIENT 

Over  Un- 

o-i  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-6  6-7  7-10  10-15  15-20  20-30  50-40  40  knuwu 

Pneumonia  .  21  —  2  —  —  —  1  1  —  —  5  _ 

Diphtheria  . —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  2  _  _  _ 

Scarlet  Fever . —  1  1  1  —  —  —  1  1  —  31  —  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  5  3  2  2  2  —  1  3  1  —  —  —  —  _ 

Measles  ...  ...1  4  2  3  2  6  7  16  12  4  4  —  —  — 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  2  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  — 

Food  Poisoning  ...—  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  —  —  —  —  —  3 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  state  of  immunisation  of  the  child  population  of  the  district  at 
the  end  of  1943  is  indicated  in  the  table  below  :  — 


Under  5 
Number 

213 


years  of  age 

Percentage 
of  group 

41.6% 


Between  5  and  15  years  of  age 

Number  Percentage 

of  group 

558  53*5% 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

At  the  end  of  1943  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of 
16  males  and  17  females  who  normally  reside  within  the  district. 

During  the  year  eight  new  cases  were  notified,  live  on  account  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  three  because  of  the  presence  of  the  disease 
in  parts  of  the  body  other  than  the  lungs.  During  the  same  period  three 
deaths  of  persons  suffering  from  this  disease  occurred. 


CAUSES  OF ' 

Disease 

DEATH  (all  ages). 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  . 

.  1 

1 

2 

Influenza  . 

.  1 

0 

1 

Cancer  (all  forms)  . 

.  4 

6 

10 

Heart  and  Blood  Vessels 

.  19 

*7 

36 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other 

Respiratory 

Diseases  5 

4 

9 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

.  0 

4 

4 

Nephritis  . 

.  1 

3 

Congenital  Conditions  (infants) 

.  3 

5 

Violence  ...  . 

.  2 

3 

5 

Other  Causes  . 

.  3 

5 
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